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Elimination of fuel spills or leakage from vehicles, in combination with adequate ventilation and 
control of ignition sources, is the most effective way of preventing flammable liquid fires in the shop 
environment. Safety measures in any work area used for automotive maintenance, repair, or 
modifications should also include the following:  
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NOTE: Despite special precautions being taken to first drain fuel-filled components, spillage/leakage 
can still occur. If work on these components is required, it should not be done without first draining 
fuel in an area specifically designed for this purpose (i.e. no ignition sources in immediate area, 
proper trouble lights, proper ventilation, readily accessible fire extinguishers, etc.), and should only be 
done under the constant supervision of a trained professional mechanic. Drained fuel should be stored 
in listed safety containers that are kept closed when not in use.” 
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